
Where will water for the environment go and why? 

Lower Murray, central 
Murray, Goulburn, Broken 
and Boort wetlands 
• Maintain native wetland 

plants and river red gum and 
black box trees surrounding 
the wetlands

• Maintain water quality 
and increase habitat for 
endangered fish 

• Provide habitat, feeding and 
breeding opportunities for 
waterbirds, frogs and turtles

Not to scale

NORTHERN REGION 
How water for the 
environment is 
helping plants and 
animals in northern 
Victoria in 2021-22
Many of Victoria’s rivers and wetlands 
have been modified to provide water 
vital for farms, homes and industry. 
Water for the environment is used 
to improve the health of rivers and 
wetlands and support the plants, fish 
and other animals that live, feed and 
breed in them.

Water for the environment also benefits 
communities by improving conditions 
for fishing, camping and canoeing. 
Improved water quality can have 
economic benefits for irrigation and 
urban water supply.

This map shows the main environmental 
objectives that water for the environment 
helps improve and protect in the 
northern region. A complete list of 
objectives is found in the Seasonal 
Watering Plan 2021-22.

The Victorian Environmental Water 
Holder recognises Aboriginal people 
as the first land and water managers 
in Australia. We acknowledge the 
important contribution made by 
Traditional Owners across Victoria to 
this year’s seasonal watering plan.

Lindsay, Wallpolla and 
Mulcra islands
• Provide flows for fish to swim, 

feed and breed

• Increase abundance of wetland 
plants

• Provide feeding and breeding 
habitat for waterbirds

Hattah Lakes
Internationally protected site

• Stimulate the growth 
of aquatic vegetation in 
wetlands

• Provide feeding and 
nesting habitat for 
waterbirds

• Improve the condition of 
river red gums

Lower Broken Creek
• Restrict the build-up of azolla, 

a native aquatic fern

• Provide opportunities for fish 
to migrate and breed

• Maintain oxygen levels for 
fish and other aquatic animals

Barmah Forest
Internationally protected site

• Improve the health of river red 
gums and plants in wetlands

• Provide feeding and breeding 
habitat for waterbirds, frogs, 
fish and turtles

• Connect floodplains to the 
river, providing carbon and 
nutrients to the river channel Ovens, King and Buffalo rivers

• Maintain water quality for 
native fish in the Ovens and 
King rivers

• Provide habitat for waterbugs

• Maintain habitat for freshwater 
catfish in Mullinmur Wetland

Broken River and upper 
Broken Creek
• Improve condition of 

aquatic plants

• Encourage native fish to 
migrate and breed

• Support breeding of 
platypus

Gunbower Creek and Forest
Internationally protected site

• Increase the population of Murray cod in 
Gunbower Creek

• Improve the health of understorey plants, 
river red gum and black box trees

• Provide habitat for waterbirds, frogs, turtles 
and small-bodied fish in Gunbower Forest

Loddon River, Tullaroop Creek, Serpentine 
Creek, Pyramid Creek, Birchs Creek
• Maintain riverbank vegetation

• Boost native fish by providing flows to move 
upstream and downstream

• Improve water quality and maintain healthy 
levels of dissolved oxygen in deep pools

Goulburn River
• Increase growth of aquatic plants in the river 

channel and lower banks of the river

• Stabilise the riverbank, channel and river bed

• Boost populations of native fish and platypus

Campaspe River and Coliban River
• Sustain river red gums and increase in-

stream and riverside plants

• Boost native fish by providing habitat and 
encouraging fish to migrate and breed

• Provide platypus with places to live and 
opportunities to disperse

For more details see the
seasonal watering plan at vewh.vic.gov.au

http://vewh.vic.gov.au

